Expressing Parallel Ideas in Parallel Form

In parallel constructions repeat an article, a preposition, or a pronoun whenever necessary to make the meaning clear.
Study the following pairs of sentences.  Note that the meaning of the second sentence in each pair is different from that of the first.  This difference in meaning is due to the inclusion of a word which was omitted from the first sentence.

1.
The owner and manager (one person) agreed to buy a full-page ad.


The owner and the manager (two persons) agreed to buy a fufl-page ad.

2.
George gave more time and help to his brother than Jill (did).


George gave more time and help to his brother than to Jill.

3.
The mayor declared that the old buildings must be razed, that their occupants

must move, and she could not be persuaded to change her mind.


The mayor declared that the old buildings must be razed, that their occupants



must move, and that she could not be persuaded to change her mind.

Place correlative conjunctions immediately before the parallel items.
The common correlative conjunctions are both ... and, not only ... but (also), neither ... nor, either ... or.  Always used in pairs, these conjunctions introduce parallel items.

Each part of these two-part conjunctions should be placed immediately before the item it introduces.

NONSTANDARD To escape detection she both changed her name and her address.

In this sentence "both changed" does not make sense; there is no item parallel with "changed." What the writer meant to say is "changed both her name and her address." Now the correlative conjunctions immediately precede respectively the parallel items her name and her address.
NONSTANDARD
Mrs. Austen not only supported the National Organization for Women but also her local women's political caucus.

STANDARD
Mrs. Austen supported not only the National Organization for Women but also her local women’s political caucus.

NONSTANDARD
Christopher will probably, either ask Phyllis or me to go.

STANDARD
Christopher will probably ask either Phyllis or me to go.

NONSTANDARD
I neither approved of his friends nor his family.

STANDARD
I approved of neither his friends nor his family.

Include in the second part of a parallel construction all words necessary to make the construction complete.
NONSTANDARD Pulling crab grass is a harder job than clover.

The fault in this sentence is that pulling is compared to clover.  To make the sentence clear, you must add pulling to the second of the parallel terms: Pulling crab grass is a harder job than pulling clover.

NONSTANDARD
Bread made with sugar is seldom as good as honey.

STANDARD
Bread made with sugar is seldom as good as that made with honey.

Exercise:

Each sentence contains three parallel ideas which should be expressed in parallel constructions. Instead of being printed in continuous lines, these three similar ideas are arrange in a column to make comparison more convenient. In each group, you will find one idea that does not match the other two. Make this “misfit” parallel with the others, and write it on the corresponding line.

	A. The duties of the secretary are
	

	(a) to receive visitors
	(a)

	(b) making appointments, and
	(b) to make appointments, and

	(c) to sort the mail.
	(c)


	B. Chris does her work
	

	(a) quickly,
	(a)

	(b) accurately, and
	(b)

	(c) with cheerfulness
	(c) cheerfully


	1. Most of our neighbors are
	

	(a) friendly,
	(a)

	(b) considerate, and
	(b)

	(c) they give help.
	(c) 


	2. Sales are often held
	

	(a) to clear out old stock,
	(a)

	(b) for raising money, and
	(b)

	(c).to advertise the store.
	(c) 


	3. Del’s low grades were due
	

	(a) to irregular attendance,
	(a)

	(b) to poor attention in class, and
	(b)

	(c) he didn’t study sufficiently
	(c) 


	4.  Daphne’s report was not accepted because
	

	(a)  of its lateness,
	(a)

	(b) it was too short, and
	(b)

	(c).it was written in pencil.
	(c) 


	5.  Before writing your theme,
	

	(a) a topic should be selected,
	(a)

	(b) collect your material, and
	(b)

	(c) prepare a rough outline.
	(c) 


	6.  Gasoline mileage depends upon
	

	(a) rate of speed,
	(a)

	(b) how the brakes are used, and
	(b)

	(c). general traffic conditions.
	(c) 


	7.  We traded in our car because
	

	(a) the body was rusty,
	(a)

	(b) the worn-out tires, and
	(b)

	(c). the engine burned oil.
	(c) 


	8.  Marilyn finally decided
	

	(a) to find a job,
	(a)

	(b) to save her earnings, and
	(b)

	(c) that she would go to college.
	(c) 


	9.  We put our paper on a paying basis
	

	(a) by getting more subscribers
	(a)

	(b) we sold more ads, and
	(b)

	(c) by raising its price.
	(c) 


	10.  Science fiction movies may entertain a child
	

	(a) who has a strong imagination,
	(a)

	(b) who is fascinated by the tuture
	(b)

	(c).with a yearning for adventure.
	(c) 


Complete the sentence in the space provided line which follows the and, or, than, or as the idea printed in parentheses. First, however, you will need to make it parallel in construction to its partner, which is printed in italics

A.. We enjoyed simple things like watching the sunrise or _walking in the woods. ________ (a walk in the woods.)

1. A recent book is not necessarily better than _________________________

 (one that is old)

2. I often relax by closing my eyes and _______________________ (picture soft clouds floating by.)

3. Hearing Val’s report on the book was almost as good as _______________________ (if you read it yourself.)

4. Seeing other people’s faults is much easier than _________________ (to see our own.)

5. Exercise relieves nervous tension and ____________________ (the appetite is stimulated.)

6. This test shows your interests, your weaknesses, and _______________

(what your abilities are.)

7. The committee’s chief duties are to plan programs, and ________________

(keeping up the members’ interests)

8. Mr. Kitts has the habit of glancing at the headlines and  ___________ (then he forms his opinions.)

9. Our sports editor attends each game and ____________ (a report of it is written.)

10. Your purpose should be to discover the truth rather than ___________ (proving yourself right.)
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